Titus Oates
Charles II. and proclaim James king. This fell in with his
researches, which were not only literary but astrological and
even occult, and he arrived at a sincere conviction that a
vast calamity was going to overpower his beloved country.
Whether, as I think, he already knew Titus Gates, or
only came in contact with him at this date, is no matter,
but Oates came to him with sheaves of material for his
harvest of discovery and exposure. It has always seemed
to me unlikely that Titus Oates really intended to become
a Roman Catholic. If he did and then deserted his religion
to sell those who had welcomed him, he was indeed a
despicable person. But if he entered the fold as a spy with
intention to learn the secrets of the enemies of his country
and expose their conspiracies his conduct was base, though
in a different degree.
No one can say with certainty, but it appears probable
that his enthusiasm and early upbringing, and possibly his
alliance with Israel Tonge, decided him to venture into
the camp of the enemy. Having determined upon this
dangerous project, there is no doubt that he carried it
out with great pertinacity and success. His own account
of his proceedings is given in the Trials of the Five Popish
Lords. A lot of it is undoubtedly a true narrative.
It appears that he was introduced into the service of
the Duke of Norfolk in 1676 as a Protestant chaplain. The
stories of his well-known immoral character are somewhat
discounted by this happening. He must at least have had
some testimonials and references to produce. He tells the
Lords on the Bench that " having had strong suspicions
for some years before, of the great and apparent growth of
Popery, to satisfy my curiosity I pretended some doubts."
He found the regular priests knew nothing for his purpose,
and through one Hutchinson, a man he describes as " a
saint like man, or one that was religious for religion sake,"
he was introduced to the casuists, " those of the Society "
who were " cunning politic men," and he pretended to be
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